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evening of the same day, received from the Emperor an
amiable note, expressing agreement with the opinion about
the impossibility of immediately canonizing Seraphim, and
ordering Pobiedonostzev to carry out the canonization the
following year.
Pobiedonostzev obeyed. Their Majesties were present
at the ceremony of consecrating the relics. In the course
of that celebration there were several cases of miraculous
recovery. At night the Empress bathed in a healing foun-
tain. The conviction prevailed, it was said, that the Sarov
saint would give Russia an Heir Apparent, after four grand
duchesses. This momentous event did take place and estab-
lished the absolute faith of their Majesties in the efficacy
and holiness of Saint Seraphim. A portrait-icon of that
saint appeared in the Emperor's study. During the revolu-
tionary days which followed the act of October I7th, Prince
A. D. Obolensky, then Procurator of the Holy Synod, re-
peatedly complained to me about the interference of the
Montenegrin Princesses in the affairs of the Holy Synod.
On one occasion, he said, he spoke of Saint Seraphim to the
Emperor in connection with that matter, and His Majesty
said: "As for Saint Seraphim's holiness and the authen-
ticity of his miracle, I am so fully convinced of them that
no one will ever shake my belief."
A number of men made their careers through the Saint
Seraphim incident Among them was Prince Shirinski-
Shakhmatov, who staged the ceremony of consecrating the
relics. Following close upon that solemnity he was ap-
pointed Governor of Tver. In that capacity he distin-
guished himself by requesting the priests to vouch for "the
political reliability" of the population. As a result, Prince
Mirski', the then Minister of the Interior, dismissed him,
thus bringing upon himself the displeasure of His Maj-
esty. As soon as Prince Shirinski-Shakhmatov arrived in
St. Petersburg, the Emperor received him, listened to his